CONGREVE

CONGREVE Is the greatest of our pure comic
dramatists. He has been dead two hundred
years. Yet, strangely, the new Nonesuch edition
is not only the first complete edition of Ms works,
but the first attempt at such an edition. The
five chief plays and some of the poems have often
been reprinted, and almost as often mutilated.
The opera Semele and the masque The Judgment
of Paris appear in some of the old editions, but
the farce, Squire Trelooby, of which Congreve
wrote one act, has never been included in any
edition of his works until this. Mr. Summers
has also, reprinted the early novel, Incognita
(recently separately edited by Mr. Brett-Smith),
the reply to Jeremy Collier, the letter on Humour,
Congreve's correspondence (some of it new), and
the whole of the poems, some of them brought
together for the first time. Every word that
Congreve is known to have written is here; the
whole is carefully edited and annotated, and the
edition is suitably inscribed to Mr. Gosse, author
of the standard monograph on Congreve,

Congreve's career was a remarkable one. He
was English born, of an ancient Staffordshire
family, the date of. his birth being 1670. The
family shortly removed to Ireland, where Con-
greve's father was commander of the garrison at
Youghal;. the boy went to Kilkenny School and
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